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CHANGES IN 2016-2017 
for GRANTEES AND TECHNICAL EVENTS 

LAX-AKL 
QANTAS/American Airlines now service the Los Angeles - Auckland route. 

However, the number of seats available to the USAP is limited and you should still be prepared to 
fly through Australia.  First come first serve: the earlier you PQ, the better chance you have of flying 
through Auckland. 

Baggage Allowance to McMurdo, South Pole 
The baggage allowance on the Ice flight between Christchurch and McMurdo is now 85 pounds 
(38.5 kg), plus carry on, for all participants.  There is no longer a distinction between summer and 
winter participants.  Still strictly enforced in both directions. 

Prat Pier Security Card 
In Punta Arenas, USAP participants must now present a “QR code card” with their passport to gain 
access to the warehouse and pier.  Damco will distribute this card to each passenger upon arrival.  

Lithium Batteries 
Pack spare lithium batteries in your carry-on.  

Increasingly, airlines are prohibiting lithium batteries in checked baggage.  You can leave batteries 
inside your devices when you travel, but any extras should be in your hand-carry. 
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