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Recommendations from   
ARVOC October 2005 meeting 
 
Item: ARSV Working Group  - Rob was to nominate additional people to participate.  COMPLETE 
 
Item: Food Quality:  In an effort to improve food quality and 'hotel services' it was suggested that 
the vessel have a "hotel services" metric.  
This is still a topic of discussion but RPSC will consider adding something like this to future 
contracts. 
 
Item:  Jim was to email passwords and user IDs to to all ARVOC members so they could view 
out-briefs.   
COMPLETE 
 
Item:  ARVOC is concerned about the timeline for the PRV.   
RPSC is also concerned. We will discuss at the meeting 
 
Item:  ARVOC will talk to other members of the science community and to determine if there are 
additional items that should be added to the Lifecycle Report  
The LCR for FY07 has not yet been compiled.  Estimated due date is June 2006. 
 
Item: ARVOC members asked that they be kept informed of large equipment purchases.  
Unfortunately, this has not been happening.  RPSC will make a better effort in the future. 
 
Item:  ARVOC Charter will be reviewed and finalized. 
The charters for all of the Users Committees (MAUC, PAUC, SPAUC, ARVOC) have been re-
written to make all the charters the same.  A copy of the draft of this charter is attached.   
 
Item:  There were several items relating to data sets being sent to Lamont (S. O'Hara).  At this 
point, data sets are being sent to Lamont as of last October, on/about.   
Currently, RPSC is sending data sets from each cruise to Lamont, specifically, the Marine 
Geology Data Management System (mgDMS).  The RSPs will now contain the following 
information: 
RPSC will send a copy of the complete dataset to the Marine Geology Data Management System 
(mgDMS) at Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory. MgDMS will hold the data as proprietary for two 
years. After this period, mgDMS will contact the PI to ask if their data can been released. If the PI 
declines, mgDMS will note that they contacted the PI and that he/she was not willing to release 
the data. NSF will be informed of the PI’s decision. MgDMS will never release the data without 
permission from either the PI or the NSF. For Antarctic mgDMS data, go to http://www.marine-
geo.org/antarctic/ and click Data Link.  
 
 
Item:  ARVOC recommended RPSC find a cheaper, surer way to ship samples.   
In the 2005-2006 season, RPSC (and thus the science parties) experienced a handful of 
incidents where Keep Chilled samples froze en route.  As a solution to this problem, the following 
are currently taking place: 

• McMurdo and Peninsula will develop a single, clear, concise procedure for packing and 
replenishing samples.  These procedures will include instructions for only chilled ice 
being added to Keep Chilled samples in route.  (When samples are originally packed, a 
couple pieces of ice frozen at -20 are packed in the top of the sample to help maintain a 
chilled temp in route.)  For replenishment we want NO frozen ice ever added to the 
sample.   

• RPSC will develop "what if" scenarios for the replenishment sites.  What if a sample is 
delayed?  What do I do? 
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• RPSC is looking into alternative shipping containers and cooling agents for Keep Chilled 
sample shipments. 

• RPSC is looking into purchasing temperature radio tags that can be read by scanners 
at each replenishment location. 

• RPSC will dedicate themselves to moving samples more quickly through Las Angeles to 
final destination.  If they are unable to contact grantees, they will contact RPSC staff in 
Denver to facilitate contact.  

• RPSC would like to setup some type of notification system whereby grantees will be 
notified as samples move from origin to destination. 

The procedures will be in place before the 2006-2007.  We are not sure if/when the radio tags will 
be implement. 
  
Item:  LMG Re-bid.  A working group comprised of LMG users will be formed to work with RPSC.   
Rob Dunbar will speak to the working group.  Skip Owen will speak to the ARSV rebid process 
later in the meeting. 
COMPLETED 
 
Item:  Attendee list, action items will be posted within 2 months of meeting; minutes within 4.   
Not complete. This is still in process. 
 
Item:  Rob asked that all members respond to his letter on the PRV, Jim Swift is spearheading 
this.   
Rob Dunbar/Jim Swift will speak to this later in the meeting. 
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